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ſional Communion, zs by no means _ 
ut 
uncler Tour Lordſhip's Protection, from the far 
greater Number of ſuch, whoſe Odium I muſt 
inevitably ſtir up, whilft 1 charitably endeavour 
to reclaim them from a ſcandalous, howewer 
pleaſing Opinion, or profitable Practice. 
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el TO THE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 


- AND 


Right Reverend F ather in GOD, 


HENRY 
LORD BisHor of LONDON: 


May it pleaſe Your LORDSHI, 


l you: bear to all who cordially appear in 
9 the Cauſe of Gov. | 
For, though the Number of Hearty Friends 


who join d (with thoſe of the Cure committed to 
me by Your Lordſhip) in calling for the ſeaſon- 


able Publication of this Diſcourſe againſt Occa- 


derable; Tet I cannot think my ſelf ſecure 


% 


0 receive this Addreſs with the Favour 


The DEDICATION. 

Nor can ] doubt of Your Lordſhip's Counte- 
nance, when I am perſuading Men to be ſteady, 
and act upon Principle, which Your Lordſhip 
has been all along teaching the World by aſhining 
Example even. in the gloomieſt Times, to the . 
diſible Adwaiitage at this day of God's Church | 
Eſtabliſ d amongſt us. | 

Bus whatever Conſequences may otherwiſe at- 
tend me on this Account, I ſhall be well ſatisfied 
inmy own Mind, If I may ſo ſtrilę the favour- 
able Opportunity in this Attempt, as, by God's 
Bleſſing, to Strengthen any of thoſe who ſtand 
for us, Help the wavering who would otherwiſe 
be againft ns, or raiſe up thoſe that are fallen 
from us; and thereby approve my Fidelity to my 
Great Maſter, and Your Lordſhip, as is the 
boundlen Duty, of, Ws 


My much Honoured, good Lord, 


r 


2 — = pe 


" Your Lordſhip's 


moſt Dutiful 


Son and Servant, 


PH. STUBS. 
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FROM 


1 KIN G8 xviii. 21. 


And Elijab .came unto all the People, and ſaid, 
How long halt ye between two Opinions ? i 
the Lord be God, follow Him : but if Baal, 
then follow Him. And the People anſwered 


him not a e 


HIS Speech of Eli, 4b is a 1 Ex- 

poſtulation with the People of 7ſrael, on a 
E Practice, too rife with them in 
that Prophet's days, of Trimming between 
two Religions, or Halting between two Opinions, as He 
expreſſes it, between the Worſhip of the True God, 
and the. falſe. 


* 1 Which Metaphor of Halting, ;. e. of inelining See their Notes 


ones Body now one way, and now another '( fay on thewords 


the Aſſembly of Divines, in their Larger Annotations 3771 2 
80 the Bible) uy — two wayͤs. 165). 


77 1. 


— 


For GOD, or for Baar ; 


1. © To the Body of the People, whereof ſome in- 
“ clined their Hearts to JEHOoVAH, and others to 
& Baal. 
2. To the ſame Perſons, who in ſome things, at 
“ ſome times, inclined to JEHovan ; in other 
* things, at other times, to Baal. | 

It is probable, that the latter is here eſpecially 
intended, fay they. | | 

To lead you into a juſt Notion of which Caſe, and 


by conſequence to make my Diſcourſe againſt Occa- 


fronal Communion (which I intend from the Text) the 
more intelligible, and more edifying; Give me leave 


to ſtate the Circumſtances that People were under at 


that time, in this ſhort following Account of them. 
The People of Hrael, i. e. the Twelve Tribes, had 
for a long train of Vears, through various Diſpenſa- 
tions of Mercies and Judgments, continued one People 
in Church and State under their ſeveral Forms of Go- 


vernment, Theocracy, Judges, and Kings, till the 


Beginning of Rehoboaw's Reign. 

At that Juncture, for the Provocations of Solomon 
His Father, who in his declining Years followed Strange 
Gods, by the Allurement of his Wives, the King- 
dom was divided, by the Revolt of Ten Tribes un- 
der Feroboam, which from that period, as the major- 


part of the whole, were called the Kingdom of MMael; 


whilſt the Two Loyal Tribes, Benjamin and Fuzah, 
who continued firm to the Old Eſtabliſhment, were 


from the larger Tribe ſingly denominated the King- 
dom of Judah. | 


Jeroboam being forward to Head this Rebellion in 


the Stare, and having managed it to His purpoſe, 
fearing leſt He ſhould not otherwiſe ſecure the 
Throne to Himſelf and his Poſterity, by the Aſſi- 


ſtance 


Dr, No Neutrality in Religion. 3 
ſtance of the Evil One, He contrives a Schiſm in the 
Church ; He ſets up two Golden Calves in the two moſt 
convenient Places for Worſhip in his Dominions, 
the one at Day, the other at Beth-el, leſt the People 1 Kings. 12. 
going up to ſacrifice in the Houſe of the Lord at Jeru- ver. 28, 
falem, ſhould turn again in their Hearts unto their Lord 295 
Rehoboam King of Judah, and ſhould kill him, and go 27. 
again to Rehoboam King of Judah, as is emphatically 
alledged in the Hiſtory ; whilſt he craftily inſinuates to 
the deluded People, that he deſigned this Alteration in 
the Service of God for their Eaſe and Benefit only, as 
is plain alſo from the ſubſequent Account of Him, 
It is too much for you to go up to Jeruſalem, faith He; 
Behold thy Gods, O Iſrael, which brought thee up out of 
the Land of Egypt, as if he had really harangued 
them in the cajoling Addreſs made for him by Foſe-, | 
phus : © 1 need not tell you, my Country-men, that fo ns ear 
“God is every where, and not confined to any cer ww 73; - 
* tain Place; but where- ever we are, He hears our 2j Aube 
* Prayers, and accepts our Worſhip in one Place as e 5.2, 6. 
© well as another, and therefore I am not at all of % wn. in 
opinion for your going up to Jeruſalem at this time, ns 
to a People that hate you; tis a long tedious Jour- Awiquir. Fud. 
ney, and all this only for the fake of Religion; He lib. 8. cap. 3- 
that built that Temple was but a Man, as every one 
here is: and the Golden Calves that I have prepared 
for you, the one in Bethel, the other in Dan, are 
'* conſecrated as well as that Temple, and brought ſo 
much the nearer to you, on purpoſe for the conve- 
** nience of your Worſhip, where you may pay your 
** Duty to God in ſuch manner as beſt pleaſes Him : 
As for Prieſts and Levites, | ſhall make ſuch proviſion 
* for you, that ye ſhall have no want, either of the 
Tribe of Levi, or of the Race of Aaron: let _ 
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For G OD, or for BAAL; 


2 Chron, 3. 11. 


* that has a mind to enter into the Sacerdotal 
Function, initiate himſelf into the Prieſthood by the 
« Sacrifice of a Calf and a Ram, according to the 
* Inſtitution of Aaron, who was the firſt of that 
« Order, and only ſo qualified. 

Now this Symbolical Repreſentation of the Worſhip 
of the God of 7ſrael, inſtituted by Feroboaw' and his 
Council, ( for ſurely he deſigned no more by his 
Calves; not to introduce any New Gods, nor to 
conform thereby to the deteſted Rites of his Heathen 
Neighbours) had it not been attended with /dolatrous 
Conſequences, was not only highly chargeable as a 
groſs Innovation, for commanding 1n general a Novel 
Worſhip which God Almighty had all along for- 
bidden, and forbidding the Exerciſe of that which he 
had alone commanded : Bur it ſeems to admit of 
heinous Aggravations in ſome of its principal Circum- 
ſtances, ſuch was, 

1. His altering the Viſible Repreſentation of the 
Myſtical Symbols uſed in God's Worſhip, and placing 
them at the greateſt diſtance from each other, one of 
them at the one Extremity of his Countrigs North- 
ward, the other almoſt at tother in the South; whilſt 
thoſe appointed by God himſelf muſt be fo cloſe toge- 
ther, that the Wing of the one Cherub was to reach to 
the Wing of the other Cherub. | 

2, He was guilty as to the change of Place. God 
was pleaſed to ordain his Worſhip for the more ſolemn 


„ Pfal. 132. 13. Honour of his Name, in that Place which he had choſen 
wr - —— 78,68. for it on Mount Sion which he loved, even in Feru- , 
— 122. 3, 4. ſalem, whither the Tribes were to go up at ſtated times, 


F I x l all the Tribes of the Lord, unto the Teſtimony of Iſrael : 
- whilſt Feroboam's People muſt aſſemble ſeparately in 
TY the City of Dan, or Mountain of Beth. el; neither of 


Which 
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Or, No Neutrality in Religion, 5 


which could God, by any means, regard as the Gates of Pal. 87. 2. 
Sion, though they had equally gloried in being once 
the Dwellings of Facob. | | 

3. He obſerved not the Time in ſome reſpect, 
keeping to the Day, but not the Month of the Fea/? 
of Tabernacles particularly; God appointing it on the 
Fifteenth Day of the Seventh Month, as you read ex- 
preſly, Levit. 33. 34. which he nefariouſly transferr d 
to the ſame Day of the Eigheb Month, even in the 
Month, faith God, which he had deviſed of his own 
Heart, 1 King, 12.33. And, 

Laſtly, As to the Miniſters of His Worſhip, he pro- 
voked God very highly, Who deſiring to have them 
pick'd Men of the Tribe of Levi, Men on whom Lev. 21. i7,21. 
ſhould be found no manner of Blemiſh, Unexceptio- 
nable Perſons in all reſpects, He rejects that Tribe, or 
rather, They rejecting his enormous Practices and 
Schiſmatical Propoſals, makes to himſelf Prieſts of the 1 Kings 12.31 
loweſt of the People. {be | 

In all which Particulars Jeroboam appearing plainly, 
for Secular Ends, to ſet up Altar againſt Altar, a fort of 
odd new-fangled Conventicles, againſt the good Old 
Worſhip of Jirgel by Law Eſtabliſh'd, how ſpeciouſſy 
ſoever He might pretend to cloſe with it, and perhaps 
to refine upon it or reform it : He is, for this reaſon, | 
* (for ſeducing the Multitude into an Apoſtacy ' 
from the Laws of their God and their Country | 
in Eccleſiaſtical Affairs) not only reprobated with 1 Kings 14-10: 
his whole Race by God Almighty (who yet was —chsp. 11, 12. 
pleaſed, at firſt, to make uſe of this very Man as an rer dude . 
Inſtrument to humble the Lirſe of David for their m I N. 
Backſlidings) and became inconſequence thereof © the , Arg | 
Capital Cauſe and Author of all thoſe Calamities 5270 is E- | 
that afterwards befell the Zebrews, as Foreign Wars, Calas, c. 
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** 


2 Chron. 11. 
— Ver, 13, 
14, 

16. 


tural Efficiency 


* Routs, Captivity, and the like, according to Jo- 
ſephuss excellent Remark upon the Paſſage afore- cited: 
But He is deliver'd down to Poſterity, by Sacred 
Writers, as the moſt Infamous Ruler of God's People : 
One whoſe Sin was a Characteriſtick of all the bad 
Kings that came after Him, . who are then only 
finiſh'd Implements of Iniquity when they walk in 
ay ways of Feroboam the Son of Nebat, who made Iſrael 
fo /in. . | | | 

Having thus accounted, as was neceſſary for Jero- 
boam's Part in this Story, That he groſly deviated 
from the Publick Worſhip of the Moſt High God, 
and made all the Ten Tribes acceſſory to his Abomi- 
nations, except the Prieſts and the Levites that were 
in all Iſrael : who left their Suburbs, and their Poſ- 
ſeſſion, to come to Judah and Jeruſalem, with ſuch other 
good People, who ſetting their Hearts to ſeek the Lord 


God of Iſrael, came to Feruſalem alſo with them to ſa- 


erifice unto the Lord God of their Fathers in the ac- 
cuſtomed manner. Be pleaſed to take notice in the 
Sequel hereof, That as the Gradation is eaſie from 
Schiſm or Herefie, to Idolatry or Apoſtacy, and that 
not only through the Divine Maledi@ion, but a Na- 
; i. e. as Men are very apt to fall 
from the falſe Worſhip of the true God into the pro- 
feſs d Worſhip of a falſe God, or wholly degenerate 
to Atheiſm, no Worſhip of any God at all : So was it 
in this Inſtance ; 

The Revolting Tribes, after ſome ſtruggle to the 


_ contrary in the former Years of the Reign of 


Feroboam, having at length quietly acquieſced in 
their Separation from God's Holy Place, and there- 
by Spiritually divorced themſelves from their Lord 
and Maſter ; they became, in proceſs” of time, both 

Miniſters 


”Y 


Or, No Neutrality in Religion. 
Miniſters and People, fo alienated in their Affections 
from Him, notwithſtaning their Zeal for Circum- 
ciſion, Sacrifices, and other Moſaical Ordinances. 
That in Aha#'s time, not more than Sixty Years 
from their firſt Diſobedience, What through the In- 
digence of the Clergy, who being of the meaneſt of 
the People, were thruſt into the Prieſts Office, as ſuch 
who would make undue Compliances for a piece of Sil- 
ver, or a morſel of Bread? What through the Covetouſ- 
neſs of the Laity, who had Conſciences large enough 
to ſwallow all ſuch Riches or Honours as were the 
Rewards of a Time. ſerving Profeſſion, they ran in al- 
moſt all of them ſo uncontrollably into the Worſhip 
of Baal, that faſhionable and lucrative Idolatry which 

Fexebel had prevail'd upon Ahab to countenance, that 
among Six or Seven Millions of People which that 1 Kings 19.18. 

Kingdom may be ſup to have numbred a little 

before, there were but Seven Thouſand left that had 

not bowed their Knees to Baal. | 

In this ſad poſture of Affairs, when the whole Land 

almoſt was over-ſpread with a very abominable Schiſm, 

and curſed Idolatry, 'twas high time for God to viſit 

this People; not that God had hitherto left them 

without Witneſs of his deteſting their Dereliction of 

his Sanctuary for the Golden Calves, having ſent to 

them 7ddo the Seer, Abijab the Prophet; Jebu the Son 

of Hanan, in the Reigns of Jeroboam and Baaſha par- 

_ ticularly, with other excellent Men who laid them- 
ſelves out wholly againſt the Miſchiefs of that Sepa- 
ration begun under the impious Son of Nebat : But 

as He had before ſent to them thoſe His Prophets, 
WP rifing early, and fitting up late, continually preſſing 
them with quick Remonſtrances, and denouncing 
ſharp Judgments againſt that Rebe/lious — 
0 
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For GOD, or for BA AL.; 


of theirs which was as the Sin of Witchcraft, and 
that their ſtubborn iniquity which was as Idolatry in 


1 Sam. 15, 22. his ſight who holds it better to obey than ſacrifice, and 


— ver, 23. eſteems more of hearkning than the fat of Rams: So 


now, when they had added Hypocriſie, and that the 
moſt bare-fac'd fort of it, to their former tranſgreſ- 
ſions; When they could comply with any Religion, 
even the moſt decried Idolatry; When they would 
not ſtick at any Terms of Communion which would 
but keep them in their preſent Poſſeſſions, or make 
them ſtill Greater (for tis plain, this was what they 
aim d at by ſuch a Liberty of Conſcience.) "Twas high 
time, I fay, for the God of 7ſrae/ to exert himſelf at 
ſuch a Juncture, and curb, if poſſible, the head-ſtrong 
Scandal (the more dangerous, by how much the more 
prevailing on a profeſſing People) leſt that Defection 
of theirs which began in Schiſm, and continued on 
in /do/atry, ſhould deplorably end at laſt (as is the 
natural Conſequence of all ſuch doubling Practices) 
in the finiſhing Stroke of avowed Profaneneſs, and de- 
clared Atheiſm. 

To this end it was neceſſary an extraordinary Pro- 
phet ſhould be raiſed up, I mean, a Perſon of more 
than common Courage and Conduct, who had a 


Spirit large enough to poſt-pone his private Intereſts, 
to that of the Cauſe of God, and dared forfeit the 
- otherwiſe valuable Character of Moderation, rather 


than ſit down tamely ſilent, as the four hundred Pro- 
phets of the Groves did (ſuch were the Succeſſours of 
thoſe who originally diſſented from the National 
Communion) under ſo growing an Evil, as was the 
Self-contradicting, the Self-condemning Religion of 
thoſe Times. n es 

481 | (14h 


Elijah 


1 


py 
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Or, No Neutrality in Religion. 9 


Elijah therefore commiſſion'd to this purpoſe, and 


ſo qualified as argued his Miſſion to be from God, nei- 
ther to be terrified by Nick-names and Threatnings, 
nor byaſs d by Promiſes and Preferments, (as be- 
comes every Miniſter of the Moſt High) addreſſes 
himſelf in the moſt concerning manner to all the 


People, in the words of my Text, 


Flow long halt ye between two Opinions 3 5 
or Thoughts > For Thoughts cauſe Opinions, ſay the 7. v. 


Aſſemblies Annotations, which indeed is 
well anſwer'd by the Original Hebrew, 
the fame word which is here and elſe- 
where expreſsd by Cogztations, or 
Thoughts, in the Tranſlations, impor- 
ting very ſufficiently the Tendrels of a 
Vine, or two prominent Twigs of 
Trees that are oppoſite to each other : 
As who ſhould fay, by way of Meta- 
phor, or proverbially, He that halts in 
his Mind (which is a Deformity there, 


Vox Hebraice ©BYD proprie 
ſignificat ramos aut prominentias 
rerum ſibi mutus oppoſitas; vel 
palmites qui fluFuant & wacil- 
lant Vento agitati. 

Videtur eſſe Sermo proverbializ, 
Quamdiu tranſilietis inter duas 
prominentias? i. e. extrema, ſeu 
duo extreme poſita vel Metaphors 
ab avium deſultoria inconſtantia. 

Aviculæ ſaltant ex uno ramo in 
alterum quod ſint leves : At in 
rebus ſerits non ita ludendum eſt. 


P. Mart. Malv, Munſt. ſup, loc. 


as well as in the Body) between two Thoughts which 
ſhall cauſe different Opinions in Religious Matters, 
much more between two Opinions that ſhall lead 
Men into contrary Practices (which was the Prophet's 
buſineſs to reprehend) Such a Man is like the yielding 
Boughs of any tender Tree, continually fluctuating 
and bending this way or that, as the Wind of Intereſt 

or Power Fall incline him: He is like a ſilly little 
Bird that hops and chirps continually from one Branch 
to another, not chanting out his Notes, or fixing his 


Station upon either: And in conſequence of theſe de. 


ſultory, irreſolute, unwarrantable Dealings in Divine 
Affairs; Such a Man (to uſe the appoſite Similes 


of a known Diſſenter who has enquired into the Occa- 


"©  frowal 


10 For GOD, or for Baar ; 


'Y Nr. P. F's En- ſſonal Communion practiſed by ſome of his Brethren of 
= - quiry into the”; he Separation amongſt us, on a Civil Account) © is 

| Conformity of like a Ship with her Sails haled ſome back, and 
| 37 fer. ſome full; Like a Work. man, that builds with one 
4 | ment, witha © Hand, and pulls down with t'other; Like a Fiſher- 
17 Freſace to Mr.“ man, who catches Fiſh with one Hand, and throws 
„ un pon i e them into the Sea with the other; Like every thing 


1 | * which ſignifies nothing: To fay, a Man can be of - 
4 


. two Religions (ſaith he) is a Contradiction, unleſs 
Ll. | * there be two Gods to Worſhip, or he has two Souls 
{1 to ſave: (He goes on,) Religion is the Sacred Pro- 

3 feſſion of the Name of God ; ſerving Him, believing 

vl | in Him, expecting from Him; and like the God it 
Y | « refers to, tis in one and the ſame object, one and 

the ſame thing, indiviſible and inſeparable ; there 

is in it no Neuter Gender, no Ambiguous Article, 

Go Dd or Baal; Medium's are impoſſible. 2 

From the whole of the Criticiſm, with what 1s 

gone before by way of Explication at large ; Be plea- 
ſed to have your Eye upon theſe following Ob- 
ſervables. 

1. That the People to whom the Prophet Elijah 
makes his Application, had lapſed into a moſt enormous 
J 5 1 and unaccountable Sin, in profeſſing highly for the 
Service of God, (the God that could equally carry 
them through all Difficulties, as at length inex- 


4 3 preſſibly reward all thoſe who diligently obeyed Him, ) 

1 and at the ſame time, for fear or for favour, for fear 
74 | \ | of Jezabel's Power, or through an o'er-fond Affection 
4 4 to the dazling Satisfactions of Life, which they could 


not enjoy in an envied meaſure without the favour 
1 of Ahab, They cloſed in with his Idol, how oppoſite 
= ſoever the Worſhip of that which 7s nothing in it ſelf 
1 might. be to the Worſhip of the Moſt High God, who 
Was 


Or, No Neutrality in Religion. II 
was All in All, From which prevaricating PraCtice 
a Handle might well be taken, as no doubt there 
was by the irreligious Standers by, to ſurmiſe that 
the pretended Belief of the God of 1ſrael was a Po- 
litick Invention only, When they could ſo collude 
with Him, and ſerve Him by Halves, who were al- 
ways call'd upon by his expreſs Command, and their 
Law-giver Moſes, to ſerve Him with all their Heart, See Deut 6. 5. 
with all their Soul, and with all their Might : Such as tampered wid. 
thoſe who waited for their Haltings, could not but S.. Mat. 22. 37. 
be perſuaded from ſuch palpable Menage of theirs, r fue 10 
(how mightily ſoever they loved to diſtinguiſh them 
ſelves from the reſt of the World, by a Creed of their 
own at ſome times, and at other ſeaſons gloſs over the 
molt irreconcileable Devotions by a peculiar Sophi- 
ſtry,) but that they themſelves ſecretly believed the 
God of 1ſrael, to be no other than ſuch a God as Baal, 
or thoſe of the Countries round them, Who had 
Eyes, but ſaw not; Ears, but heard not: Such an one, Paal. 115: 5.5 
as gave himſelf wholly up to his Diverſions, either 
purſuing or taking Fourneys, and little regarded what 1 Kings 18.26. 


Was doing below; or a Drowfte Deity at leaſt, who 


liſted not to rouſe himſelf, and vindicate his blaſted 
Honour on the Heads of ſuch impious Wretches, who 
when charged with the Guilt of the moſt culpable Tem- 
porizing, were ſo altogether confounded, as to have 
nothing to ſay for themſelves in their own Defence; 
For, the People anſwer d Him ( Elijah, who repri- 

manded them) not a word, as the Text expreſſy 
tells us. 6 ee un aun | 
* .2&ly. You'll do well to take notice, That the Peo- 
ple here reprimanded, were the People of 1ſrael, i. e. 
The Ten Tribes who had not only revolted from the 
State-Government of their Anceſtors under oi 

- O'S ut 
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For G OD, 7 for BAAL; 


but made a Separation likewiſe at the fame time from 
the Eccleſiaſtical Polity unalterably adhered to by all 
their Fore-fathers, now in poſſeſſion of the Tribes of 


Benjamin and Judah only, who mainly profefs'd to 
Worſhip their God according to his own Preſcription : 


If this had not been ſo, the Prophet ſhould have ex- 


poſtulated rather, How long, or Why halt ye between 
three Opinions > meaning, The true Worſhip of the 
True God, which Orthodox Benjamin and Fudah fol- 


| lowed ; The falſe Worſhip of the True God, which was 


the way of ſome of the Separatiſts; And the down- 
right Worſhip of the falſe God, which the Time- 
Servers | am ſpeaking of complied with for their 
Intereſt, at the ſame time that they acknowledged 
the Lord Jehovah to be the true God who brought them 
out of the Land of Egypt: But when he calls upon 
them only to declare for G o p, or for Baal, which 
would put an end to the Controverſie with them for 
their grievous defying Occaftonal Conformity at that 
time ; 'tis plain, he ſtrikes at them only, and had 
nothing to do with the two Tribes at preſent to whom 


he was not ſent. 


Nor can any Argument be drawn hence, as ſome may 
inſinuate, from the Prophet's Digjunction in favour of 
ſuch of the Separation who had not thus bow'd their 


- knees to Baal, as if their Schiſmatical Worſhip were 


2 Chron. 7. 
ver. 12, 16. 


in theſe Circumſtances at leaſt approved by God Him- 
ſelf. For allowing the worſt, ſay they, That God had 
been angry for ſixty years and upwards with their 
neglecting or deſpiſing his Holy Place, which He had 
choſe to put his Name in, whilſt they choſe rather to 
Worſhip Him after their own Devices in Dan and 
Bethel, in Mountains and in Groves; Granting that 
God had taken meaſures accordingly, in ſtirring up 
0, 
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Iddo, Abijah, Fehu the Son of Hunani, and other able 
Prophets, to bear their Teſtimony hitherto inceſſantly 


againſt their ſeparate Meetings for his Religious Wor- 


ſhip : yet, you ſee, when once things grow worſer {till ; 
when an Amphibious ſort of Worſhip became the prevail- 
ing Corruption; when too many amongſt them who 
valued themſelves in being Profeſſors of his Religion, 
could yet ſcandalouſly carry two Faces in ſuch a man- 
ner that a meer Non-Entity of ty pretended at 
length, by their means, to diſpute Precedence, and vie 
Numbers, with the Creatour of its very Being, even the 
Moſt High God Bleſſed Fi evermore : When Matters 
came to this Criſis, in ſhort, That too many amongſt 
them were either Neuters in the Worſhip of 7ſrae/, or 
Deſerters to Baal, and 'twas the Prophet's buſinels to 


reduce them to Order, The Word was plainly, 
For Go d, or for Baal; No Notice, you ſee, was 


taken of their fighting out of their Ranks, or in indepen- 
dent Companies, ſo they continued but to Muſter un- 
der the Banners of the Lord IE Hovan: Elijah 
dealing in the Caſe of ſinking Religion, as Men in a 


Shipwrack do, If all cann't be ſaved in the body of 


the Ship, they let none of the Crew perifh,, who can 
any ways be got to Shore, though they may be 
(under God) beholden for their Lives. (as thoſe inthe 


— 


Ads were) to the weakeſt boards, or moſt broken pieces Acts 27. 44. 


in the Ship. : In both which Inſtances, taken from the 
Art Military and Navigation, to which Religion. 1s 
very properly compared, though their Worſhip be not 
allow'd preferable to.that of the Publick, tis tolerable, 
and Salvation may be had in it, ſince there's no other 
Worſhip mention d in the Prophet's Disjunction, but 
that and Baal's, They were to Declare for Go p, or 
for Baal. 


8 ä No, 


— 
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For GO D, or for BA AL; 


* 


See his Notes 
en the place. 


No, Should this ſort of Arguing be allowed, we ſhould 
run againſt the whole current of Interpreters with 
Mr. Pool himſelf, who in his Engliſh Annotations on 
the words, If the Lord be God, follow Him, makes the 
Prophet ſpeak as expreſs to our purpoſe as we could 
poſſibly deſire, i. e. Worſhip Him, and Him only, and 
that in ſuch places and manner as be hath commanded you, 
and not by the Calves; which without more to do, 
eſſectually overthrows the favourable Hy potheſis men- 
tioned. And indeed, could we ſuppoſe Elijabs Com- 
miſſion to be Extraordinary, with reſpect to the Sub- 
jects of Worſhip rather than the 0hje#s, and his bur- 
then for a while more againſt their Halting between 
two falſe ways, than their deviating from the true, 
we cannot but believe that upon the execution of 
his Commiſſion therein, He ſhould fall in at length 
with the full Cry of all his Brethren both before and 
after Ahab's time, againſt the form'd Separation, fo 
odious to God Almighty, and fo deſtructive to 
the temporal as well as ſpiritual Welfare of His People, 


- Which Amos (to mention one inſtead of many, Iddo, 


Ahijah, Jebhu before Elijah, Hoſea, Micah and o- 
thers after him) urgd to them with very great ap- 
plication in that remarkable place of his Prophecy, 
chap. 5. ver. 4, 5, 6. Befeeching them in God's Name 
to renounce that unwarrantable Way of ſerving God, 
ſo oppoſite to the Eſtabliſh'd Worſhip : For thus ſaith 
the Lord unto the Houſe of Iſrael, Seek ye Me, and ye ſhall 
live: But ſeek not Bethel, nor enter into Gilgal, and 
paſs not to Beerſpeba; i. e. as the Aſſembly and Mr. Pool 
together interpret, Seek not by-ways in coming to God, 
Seek not God at Beth-el, but at — where 
He will be found; not at Beerſbeba, though Abra- 
'* ham dwelt there, God appear d there to * 
* Faco 
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Jacob ſacrificed there with acceptance: For now 
** God appointeth Jeraſalem, and the Temple, the only | 7 
Places of his Worſhip, and of your ſeeking Him, &c. 4 
Therefore it follows, Gilgal ſhall ſurely go into cap- 
tivity, and Bethel ſhall come to nought . Seek the Lord, 
aud ye ſhall Live; © Return to the True God, and to 
* his inſtituted Worſhip, ſo ſhall ye Live: If ye 
* want his Bleſſing, it is through your want of ſeek- 
* ing Him truly ; which thing you can never do, till 
* you abandon your falſe Worſhip, and be regulated 
„by his Word and Law only: Such mixtures | as 
have prevaild] marr Religion, and God's pure 
* Worſhip, infomuch that ye may juſtly fear, /e/? He 
break out like fire in the Houſe of Jofeph and devour it, 
and there be none to quench it in Beth-el, ver. 5, 6. 
So zealous was God for Uniformity in His Worſhip, 
and fo jealous of thoſe who would Divide it, by ſetting 
up ſeparate Aſſemblies. But to return, | 
z34ly. Affairs being in this deſperate poſture, yell 
readily obſerve in the laſt place, How neceſſary the Pro- 
pher's. Miſſion and Expoſtulation was at ſuch a time, to 
call them off from their ſinful and ſcandalous commu- 
nicating with Go p and Baal too; To oblige them to 
determine for one ſide or tother, and not always Halt 
between theſe two Opinions: For that they did fo, with- 
out diſpute, I ſhall offer the unqueſtionable Evidence 
of the Aſſembly of Drvines on the place, whoſe Judg- 
ment in this Caſe, with that of Mr. Pools, | have choſe 
before any other Commentatours, all along, that I may 
argue without Exception: Now their thoughts you'll 
beſt have from their own words, as they lie before 
you in the Ammmtations. If the Lord be God,] ſay they, 34. Edir. 1647. 
upon this' part of my Text, © Moſt of the People 
of 1ſrael being circumciſed, acknowledg'd that _ 
. * which 


For GOD, or for Baar; 
No which brought them out of Egypr, to wit, Jehovah, 
to be the True God ; only they worſhipped Him un- 
der the Calves, c. 12.v. 28. Theſe alſo worſhipped 
Baal. To thele, faith Elijah, If the Lord be Gd fol- 
low Him. * He here edvikeh them to deal with God, 
„as a faithſul Servant doth with his Maſter ; He 
follows him whitherſoever he goeth ; He is ready to 
do whatſoever he requireth ; He leans to Him, and 
will not follow another: But if Baal,] that Idol 
which they then worſhipped, Then follow Hm.] He 
granteth they had done well in following Baal, and 
that they might continue ſo to do, if they could 
prove that Baal were indeed God. This he grants 
* the rather to move them to bring the Cale to a 
* Tryal, but not to give them Liberty to be of what 
Religion they pleaſed. 
The grand Point thus uncontrollably cleared, viz. 
That the People of the Separation were they who 
Halted in Iſrael between two Opinions, and chid tor that 
Intquity by the Prophet. 


Calam)'s A- Before I enquire into the like Practice avowed by 
bridgment of 


Nr, Hartes ſome of our Diſſenters at home, it may not be amiſs, 
Life, ch. 10. to look a little more narrowly into the nature of Hali- 
. 558, &c. ing between two Opinions in general, and ſee what Repu- 
Taylor againſt tation it has obtaind in the World, whether a Man of 


40 
Tt 
60 
40 
1 
Cc 


cc 


Dean her/k, that Temper is not enerally avoided as one either de- 
Communion, ficient in his Intellectuals, or perverſely ſelf-will'd : If 


ch. s, 7 ſo, If the Man who Halts between two Opinions in tem- 


How's Confi- poral concerns only, incurs-the imputation of Fo// 


derations on a the next Advance we make, is, That He who doth o 
Preface to an 


Erquiry cor- in matters of greater moment, where Eternal Miter 
cerning the may be the Conſequencee of his irreſolute Principles, 
yo apr, py; juſtly intitles Himſelf to Bedlam : For if ſuch a Man's 


ſenters, ke. Principles preſs him to diſagreeable, contrary Pra- 
* ctices, 


8 . A 4 
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ctices, as they ſeldom fail to do it, and he goes ſome- 
times againſt His Belief and Perſuaſion, He not only 
over. acts the Brute who recedes not from the Dire- 
ctions of Inſtinct and Senſe : But in profeſling for 
God, and following Mammon, He ſtands wofully 
prejudg'd at the Great Tribunal, unleſs the Merciful 
and Gracious God ſhall of his alone Mercy be pleaſed 
beſore- hand to lead Him to Repentance ; inaſmuch as 


He who knows his Lord's Wil, and doth the COntrary, 57 Luke 12. 


ought to be beaten with molt Stripes. 
"Tis certainly therefore the part of a Wiſe and a 
good Man, in Spiritual Affairs, to act ſteadily, and 


upon Principles: To fatisfie himſelf fully of God's Will 


as to the Point in hand,and purſue ſuch meaſures asare 
agreeable to it, according to the laſt Dictates of his 
beſt-inform'd Judgment : If He be perſuaded in his 
own Mind, for inſtance in the Caſe before us, That He 
ought to follow G oD, Let ſuch/a Man's Integrity ap- 
pear in publick, as well as be exerciſed in private : Let 
it triumph in Proſperous Days, as well as in Times more 
difficult : Let him couragiouſly take up the Croſs ra- 


ther, even when Riches and Honours ſhall be the re- 


wards of falling down and worſhipping, any other God, 
or complying with any fort of Worſhip more oppo- 
ſite to the Sacred Will of his God, than that to which 
he has hitherto join'd Himſelf : Whoever acts other- 


wiſe in an Affair of this Nature, is in danger of ha- 


ving a baſer Ingredient yet thrown into the Compli- 
cation of his Character: Whoſo ſhall be found upon 
any ſuch Juncture, to act with greater Partiality 
than heretofore, to Quench thoſe Motions of the Spirit 
which have all along remonſtrated againſt ſuch Pro- 
*ceedings: In one word, To ffiut his Eyes in ſuch a 
Tryal, where He who would be counted ſiucere, and by 

D conſe- 


ver. 47, 48. 


18 For GOD, or for Baar ; 
| conſequence invite his God to intruſt him with 
larger proportions of Grace here, and to glorifie Him 
hereafter, muſt a& according to that Knowledge he 
has, be it never ſo little; Such a Man, I fay, will be 
look d upon as one, who acts againſt the Light that 
God has given him, and proſtitutes his Conſcience, 
Rom. 14. 22. in letting his Heart condemn him in that thing which he 
| alloweth. 
Now, who they are of our own Communion, or 
amongſt the Diſſenters that fall under this Black Im- 
putation, by going ſometimes to one fort of Wor— 
ſhip, at other times to another ſort, I am not, I hope, 
expected to be ſo uncharitable as to determine in 
Particular : | 
Nor would I be thought, from what hath been at 
large diſcourſed on the Occaſional Communion of the re- 
volted Ten Tribes in //rael, to brand thoſe of the Se- 
paration in England with the Worſhip of Baal; when 
from the whole Tenour of this Diſcourſe, if any Will 
make me to have laid a Parallel, T have allow'd them 
to Worſhip God, tho after an unwarrantable manner. 
Much leſs can I be ſuppoſed now to have been yoking 
Caſe's Sermon Chriſt with Belial, to have been joining our Holy 
ar Milk-ftreer, Mother the Church to a Heathen God, how freely 
-p e deer ſome Preachers and Writers of the more mode- 
„ Perſuaſions have been pleaſed, in their warmer 
1644. p. 18. Publications, to deal about thoſe Hard Names of Idol 
Whire's Epiſtle Shepherds, Prophane Sons of Belial, Prieſts of Baal, 
to his Firſt Bacchus, and what not? fixing them upon the moſt 
Century. Orthodox, and moſt pious of her Children. 


Vicars Jeho No, what I have chiefly aim'd at in fo full an Ex- 


2 > plication of the Prophet Elijah's Meſſage from the 
trickland, x 


Hiſtory 'of his Time, has been to apprize you in the 
; N o 6 | * , 5 - . 

F % cleareſt manner of God's anger againſt doubting and 
| tricking 


1 
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tricking in his Service, Whether the Compariſon be- 


tween the Separatiſts of our days may be ſuppoſed to 


run upon all four, with the Schiſmaticks in Jeroboam s, 
or not; Or what diſtance ſoever there is between 
the National Worſhip and that of Baal, as there can- 
not be greater than between the Temple of Go D and 
that of an Idol. 

If the Men of our Eng/i/þ Separation at this day, 
either Preachers or People, do aſſent in Practice upon 
ſome Occaſions, from what they diſſent with warmth 
in Opinion upon other Occaſions; Then it is plain, 
That they Halt between two Opinions, or between Opi- 
nion and Practice in Divine Worſhip, and thereby 
tread in the Steps of their Predeceſſors in Feroboam's 
days, the Malignity of whoſe Iniquity conſiſted partly 
in Halting thus, (as I have proved above from the 
Aſſembly of Divines own Annotations on the place) 
between the Worſhip of the Lord JEH ov an, whom 
they ſacrificed to out of Conſcience, and the Worſhip 
of Baal, which they complied with at the fame time 
out of Intereſt. | | 

So that, without making the Con-formiſts and the 
Diſſenters Worſhip two Gods; without ſuppoſing the 
Worſhip of the True God to be that of the Church of 
England, and that of the Diſſenters to be the Worſhip 
of Baal, (as ſome would have us thought to repreſent 
the Caſe, when we make uſe of this Text;) Much more, 
without ſuppoſing the Dz#ſſenters Worſhip to be that 
of the True God, whilſt the Church of England's muſt 
be the Worſhip of Baal, (as the furious Bigots amongſt 
them have ſometimes repreſented the Cate to be acku- 
ally; ) upon the Grounds mention'd, | am ſure the 
Application of theſe. words to the Matter before us, is 
neither uncharitable, nor prophane and moſt impious 185 

DA as 
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EX Mr. How above (as one of the moſt Eminent Tolerated Miniſters has 
| = is cte®, P-27- been pleaſed lately cccaftonally to ſtyle it.) 

1 For to be plain and ſhort, Let the Guilty purge 

themſelves; The whole Hinge of this Controverſie 

turns on this Point. ' 
Either the Way of the Church of England Worſhip, 
and that of the Diſſenters, are the ſame Way of Wor- 
ſhip, or they are not. 

aud d ni 1. If they are the ſame Way of Worſhip, Let thoſe 

e fy g Clear themſelves, if they can, from the Charge of Schiſm, 

pen tm Who uphold a Sacrilegious Separation at this day 

ci, d& e ſrom the Church, which the beſt Chriſtians in the 

| | „ „ Primitive Times accounted as bad as Hereſſe; Or in- 

& zan. deed any Crime whatſoever, not excepting Idolatry it 

. — er ſelf; and of all things to be avoided, in the firſt place, 
cap. 4. as the Original of Evils. 

Hom. x1. If that of the Diſſenters be not the ſame Way of 


Aug. Opt. Worſhip, with Ours of the Church of England; Then we 

Patres alij paß differ either in Circumſtantials, or in Fundamentals. 
No 2. If we differ in Circumſtantials only, The Charge 
of Schiſm lies as cloſe to the Diſſenters as before, as may 
| be gather d from the Conceſſions of the Parties them- 
$y ſelves, who, ſome of them, have long ſince given up 
the Cauſe of Ceremonies, and other leſſer Controver- 
ſies, as not to be ſupported without apparent hazard 

| to the Souls of their Adherents. 

* Thoſe Modes or Circumſtances of Worſhip (faith 
Diſe. 4 pag. Mr. Baxter, in his Five Diſputations of Church. Govern- 
n ck a g ment and Worſhip) © which are neceſſary in Genere, 
11 | but left undetermin'd by God in Specie, are leſt by 
. * God to Humane Prudential Determination (elſe an 
4 | '* Impoſlibility ſhould be neceſſary :.) But many ſuch 
| * there are that are neceſſary in Genere, but left un- 


determined of God in Specie; therefore many ſuch 
are 


>... 
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« are left to Humane Prudential Determination, and 
“in ſuch Caſes lawful Governors may bind us by _. 
&* their Commands, on no leſs penalty, as he Himſelf P. 5 p.400. 


- _ explains our Obligations to Magiſtrates in his Z7oly 
F Chap. 12. 
Commonwealth, than that of Eternal Damnation. And Pag. 352. 
„ another of their Advocates a little after acquaints us | 


in plainer Terms, It is not the Dignity of the Bi- 
* ops, their Lordſhips and Revenues ; It is not their 


1 « Cathedrals, Organs, and their Divine Service in fe NON 


1 * what State and Magnificence they pleaſe; It is not and Happicets 
= © Common Prayer, no nor any Ceremony of the of the King 
e ff. Church whatſoever for all its ſignificancy, if it be 2d Kingdom, 
; p- 18, 19. 

. but a Circumſtance of Worſhip, and no more, that Printed, 1667. 
1 * could hinder moſt of the ſober Nonconformiſts to 
"— come over to you: What is it then that keeps us aſun- 

der? Can any thing do it but Fundamentals 2 © It is 
f the Declarations, Subſcriptions, and Oaths which 
0 * you impoſe on them in your Acts, faith my Au- 


* thor; Well then | ö 
If we differ in Fundamentals, Theſe Fundamentals | 


e 
* either reſpect the Conformity of our Diſſenting Mini- a | | 
8 ſters, or the People who follow them. "N= 
p 3. If they reſpect the Miniſterial Conformity only, 14 
; | as the Declarations, Subſcriptions, and Oaths menti- = 


oned, hardly reach'd any elſe heretofore, Such were 
primarily, thoſe in which the Covenant was renoun- 


1 ced, and the Abjuration of Rebellion made: Which 
. Abrenunciations were as neceſſary to the Government 
', then in Being, as the Covenant it felt the Engage- 
* - ment, or other Bonds of that Nature could be of 
n ſtead to former Polities (as proper Teſts to diſtin- 


guiſh the Ephraimites from the Gzleadites according 
to the Cant of thoſe days,) So now, being become 


obſolete, or laid aſide, as the Aljuration of the Cove- 
nant 


ho 
. 
c 


” — 
Pa 
8 TW I . 
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N we nant was made to expire in 1682 by the Ad of Uni- 
t 4 * . . * . * 
_ = by formity. it ſelf, and the Abjuration of Rebellion at the 


March 1682. late Revolution. Thoſe Declarations, or Acknowledg- 


ſhall be omit- 62 is | 
an . aig ments and Subſcriptions are no longer a Bar to thoſe 


peclaration a few ſurviving ejected Miniſters who at firſt refuſed 
bout rhe Core them; much leis do they keep out any of their De- 
3 4» ſcendants, unleſs they'll make their Oaths binding ex 


Car, II. traduce, or Hereditary Oaths. 
. — The Mention of which Inunendo, 1 could wiſh did 
tion preſcri- not leave an indelible Blot that will ever ſtick on the 
bed in the AR Repurations of many of the Guides of that Party: For, 
— ders Had thoſe Nonconforming Fathers who could not 
in theſe words, comply with tlie Bartholomew Act for meer Conſcience 
1.4, r << of the Oarhs, conſcientiouſly enjoined their Sons to 
lawful upon any Clole with the Communion of the Church, which they 
pretence what- themſelves had otherwiſe come into, We ſhould have 
— 8 {cen at this day no Diſſenting Academies ſet up in op- 
Shall not from poſition to the two famous Univerſities of the Land; 
— gg We ſhould not have heard any Recommendations of 
enjoyned, Mr. Baxter's Life abridg'd as one of the beſt Vindica- 
— ” 8 tions of Non-Conformity; Nor ſeen, nor heard, of a 
98. Novel Generation tranſcribing and publiſhing the ener- 
Showers Fune · vated Deſences of their Separation with more Olſtinacy 
— —_ on and /eſS Reaſon than their Fore-fathers: But to let that 
Marginal Note Paſs, and brihg the Matter to the laſt Reſolution, 
7. 35 which is as follows, viz. 
| That if the Difference between the Church of Eng- 
land Worſhip, and that of the Diſſenters lies in Fun— 
damentals which obſtruct the Conformity of their 
People, or forbid Lay-Communion with us: Then 
thoſe People of their Congregations who occaſronally 
Communicate-with us, Do think that the Terms of 
Communion requir'd by us, do forbid them to Com- 


municate with us, or they do not think ſo. 


4. If 
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4- If any of the Diſſenting Hearers, do think that 
the Terms of Communion required by the Church of 
England are ſuch as do not forbid them to Communi= 
cate with us; So long as they frequent other Congre- 
gations for Religious Worſhip than ours, I am to re- 
mind them ſtill of Schiſmatical Separation. 

If they do think that they do forbid them : If the 
Difference between us forbids the People's Communica- 
ting with us con/tantly, I ſhall be glad to know how a 
Place of Honour, Truſt, or Profit, a little better Trade, 
a greater Fortune with a Wife, or other ſuch like Ar- % . 
guments ; nay, How a pretence of Peace it {elf can bridgment of 
make Occaſional Communion lamful: How private Inte- 5 Baxter 8. 
reſts can, or even a preſumed Publick Good make that Life an —— 
lawful which Conſcience pronounces unlau ful? c. 10. 5. 362. 

Now that neither Communion with the Church of 
England in general, nor that Communion particularly 
here diſcourted of is reconcileable to the Conſcience of 
a Religious Diſſenter of the moderate Perſuaſions; (for 
ſuch !] muſt be ſuppoſed to have been dealing with all 
this while, not the wilder Enthuſiaſtick Sectaries with 
whom we muſt argue upon another {oot.) Be pleaſed 
to conſider well a notable Paſlage to this purpoſe 
which | find in a Letter from ſome Aged Non conforming 


London, Print- 


Miniſters to their Chriſtian Friends touching the Reaſons 
, ed for J. Law- 
of their Practice, and of their Congregations, in ſtand- rence at the 4. 


ing out againſt us, Printed this very Year, and there. _ the Poul- 


fore very remarkable, in that it doth our work of con- 
ſuting our Adverfaries on this Head from their own 
moſt deliberate Writings, at ſuch a Criſis, when the In- 
fection is ſpreading to the ſecret Triumph of the Men 
of No Church, to the detriment of the True Church of 
Chriſt Eſtabliſhed in theſe Kingdoms;(and as one of their 


Party obſerves) to the great Scandal of the Diſenting 
| | Churshes 


wet 
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Mr. D. Fs Churches, whole Purity and Sincerity is much queſtion- 
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earlier days of Chriſtianity; 1 Cor. 8. 10. If any 


ed and undermined by ſuch Heterogeneous Courſes. 

The Paſſage you find in the 7th and 8th Pages of 
the Book quoted, where ſtating the Reaſons againſt 
Conformity in general, with the Common. Prayer-Book 
in particular, and the Uſe thereof in all its Parts and 
Orders, as the Law directs, the Authors thereof give 
their Sentiments in the following Words very fully to 
our purpoſe: © It is what we do not approve, ſo as or- 
* dinarily to Worſhip God thereby : and while this is 
our Judgment and Conſcience, we dare not pra- 
ctiſe what we diſallow. Indeed every Perſon is not 
required (as Miniſters are) to manifeſt his appro- 
ving this way of Worſhip by vocal Aſſent, Con- 
{ent and Subſcription thereto ; but Practice is the 
{ame in Effect, in other Caſes : and why not in this? 
We muſt ſpeak, and do the Truth in our Heart, Pal. 
E 15.2. unleſs we are fallen from the fmplicity that is 
* in Chriſt; and ſure Proteſtants will not deny, that 
every Chriſtian ought to have a Judgment of Diſcre- 
tion, concerning his own Practice. To Practiſe Con- 
formity and not approve it (at leaſt as tolerable) is 
* double Dealing. 
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And hereby the Law avowedly deſigns Uniformity 


in Religion, i. e. That every Perſon in England ſhould 
own the Conſtitution of this National Church, as 
to Doctrine, Diſcipline a nd Worſhip: To perform 
what the Law requires to that End, is to chooſe that 
Endand that means; Ordinary PraQtice being as full 
* a Declaration of ones Mind as Words can be. And 
* all honeſt Plain-dealing Men ſo underſtand it. And 
then they proceed to illuſtrate their meaning by that 
known Paſſage of Scripture againſt temporizing in the 


Man 
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Man ſee thee who haſt Knowledge fit at Meat in the Idols 
Temple, &c. The Idolaters intended by that Feaſt to 
* Honour their Idol: The Chriſtians in their Compa- 
ny did not fo in Truth, but believed that the Idol 
being nothing could not pollute the Meat nor the 
* Place but the Action would beſpeak another Inten- 
tion, and how could an Indifferent. Obſerver put the 
Difference? Therefore Chap. 10. 20, 21. this Action 
* ſocircumſtantiated is called, Having Communion with 
* Devils, as the Sacrificers to Idols had. On the whole 
of which they conclude thus. We are not to diſſemble 
and ſhuffle with God or Men, our Separation teſti- 
fies, that we count Conformity in ſome degree ſin- 
ful, and that we may not partake in that Sin: But 
_ © to praQtiſe it, is to tell the World (if Sincerity be 
left among Men) that we eſteem it lawful: elſe by 
Directing the Intention (Jeſuit like) we might all go 
to Maſs and do Evil that Good may come. We 
dare not by Practice thus violate our Conſciences, 
* and deſtroy our avowed Principles. I give you the 
Paragraphs entire, becauſe they carry ſo much con- 
viction along with them: and indeed without wreſt- 
ing, are unanſwerable. | 
Now therefore to wind up this whole Diſcourſe, 1 
If any of thoſe, of what Denomination ſoever, who F# 
avowedly ſeparate from the Eſtabliſhid Church on a 
Principle of Conſcience (for ſuch only can be Reli- 
gious Diſſenters) do yet occaſtonally communicate with 
her upon a Reſerve of ſome more private, unaccount- 
able Principles, not yet explained to the World; 
If Separating at one Time from, and communicating 
- at another time with the Church, be tantamount ta 
afenting to, and diſſenting from the ſame fort of Wor- 
ip; — 
"mM If 
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If aſſenting to, and diſſenting from the ſame ſort of 
Worſhip carries in its Notion, a Halting between two 
Opinions; : | 

If a Halting between two Opinions, be eaſily proved 
culpable from both Teſtaments, as worſhipping Go p 
4 and Baal, or joining Chriſt with Belial; 

55 If ſuch Trimming, Doubling,Time-ſerving Practices re- 
ally give matter of Scandal to thoſe who are without t he 
o Pale of the Church, making them often blaſpheme 
8 | our God and his moſt holy Religion on this behalf; 
E. If they offend ghoſe who are within, giving them juſt 
Umbrage of ſuſpecting want of Sincerity and Purity in 
ſuch Profeſſors, and, of accounting them only Politick, 
or factious Diſſenters in the State; | 
If they lay a Stumbling Block before thoſe who are 
otherwiſe of their own perſuaſion, inſomuch that they 
can treat ſuch Diſſenters from themſelves no better 
than you have heard. - 
As Men who neither do nor ſpeak the Truth in their 
Hearts ; 4 | 
As Men who are fallen from the Simplicity that is 
in Chriſt ; | | 
As Apoſtates from Sincerity and Plain. dealing, their 
original Shibboleth; . ‚ 
4 As Diſſemblers and Shufflers with God and Men; 
= | As Sinful Complyers with unlawful Terms of Com- 
\ munion; | | | 
As Jeſuitical Prevaricators, who by the Dectrine 
NR of Intention, do evil that good may come. 
= | | In one Word, As direct Violaters of Conſcience. 
i If theſe Conſequences and Aſſertions are honeſtly 
1 and truly drawn from the Premiſes; | 
= If they are not forged and ford by us, whom tliey 
_—_ take for their Enemies, but are put into our Mouths 
and 
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and Pens by ſome of their Brethren, who in all. other 
points take Counſel with them againſt us, and walk to- 
gether as Friends in the By-paths of Separation : | 

Then muſt the Occaſional Communicant find other 
Topicks for his Juſtification, than have hitherto been 
oſſer d: which are all of them ſo bewildring and per- 
plexed, not to ſay unſat is factory, and tricking, that da- 
red the Abettors of them but venture them into the 
world without further diſguiſe, They would be obvi- 


ated by the meaneſt Capacity, however unaſſiſted with 
a needleſs Skill in Metaphyſicks, or affected Piſtincti- 


ons of the Schools. ; 
Having thus brought this Controverſy to a Head, 
I thall beg leave before I conclude, for prevention of 
Miſconſtructions, to declare here ſolemnly in the Pre- 
ſence of the moſt High God whoſe Servant J profeſs 
my ſelf to be, and as I hope to be Partaker of the Me- 
rits of my Bleſſed Redeemer, according as I now ſpeak 
the Truth, That I have no Aim at any particular 
Diſſenter of any Denomination, nor the whole Body of 


them in this Diſcourfe, any further, than that | hope 


by it, as becomes my Station, to awaken and alarum 
ſuch as I may have to do with from an incogitant con- 
tinuance in a Separation, or Schiſm ſhall 1 call it, 
which began its te 

ſufficiently juſtifiable in the Judgment of the Reformed 
Churches abroad; has been blown up to a Pitch by open 


violence, and ' Artifice- more ſly. and dangerous, to the 


great detriment. of our moſt excellent Conſtitut ion at 

' home; and will ſhortly expire, e hope, thro ſuch 
defenceleſs Practices, as have been the natural, though 
unforeſeen Conſequences, of a Darling Toleration. 
For, God be thank'd, we have by his Providence 
lived to ſee that Day within the Gates of this City, 
E 2 which 


Cry amongſt us without 4 Cauſe 
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which. opens a large View of Proſperity, that may 
extend it ſelf through the Kingdom o'er the Walls of 
our Jeruſalem: We are arrived to ſo happy a poſture 
'- _ of Aﬀairs in the ſurprizing Stoppage of prejudicial 
Sir Samuel and partial Elections of the Supreme Magiſtrate of 


2 


Daſowod. the Place, by ſuch a Diſpoſition of Men of all Parties 


to Regularity and Order in the State, as really fore- 
bodes methinks the like happy Influences towards Obe- 


dience in the Church. The good of which, as tis deſired: 


5 — 1 in the firſt place by the moſt Religious and Gracious of 


ciious Speech Princes, So let it be the Endeavour of all Cordial 


to bothHouſes, Chriſtians, That as it has been the Unhappineſs. of 


May 25. An- 7 2 717 2 
ſwer tothe ag. ſome former Reigns to bend towards a Diviſion, it 


dreſs of the may on the contrary be the peculiar Felicity of Her 


Lord Biſhop Majeſty's Government to be full of Tendencies to- 


and C] ; 5 
Hs ach wards an Union among her Proteſtant Subjects. 


13. Speech, An Union of Affections in the firſt place, that ſo we 
oc. . may compaſs an Union of Principles: For to ſpeak the 
Truth, while we have been contending. about the 
latter, we ſeem in the hurry of the Conteſt to have 


Chbunvirs Sea- almoſt loſt the former: They ſcuffle and contend 


ſonable Diſ- about the true way or the true Church, (as one gra- 
courſes for the 


Cure andCon. Phically deſcribes the Quarrel between the Sedtarian 


viction of Scof- Zealots among one another, I would to God it were 


fing and Infi- not applicable to us with them) © till they have talkt 
1 * 179» © themſelves out of Senſe, out of Charity, and out of 
g * Breath : And when they would ſay on, but know 
* not what, when their Paſſions are raiſed, but their 
* Reaſons loſt, They fall to pelt each other with 
hard Names; They ſquabble and ſtrive, and gain 
nothing on either ſide but an Addition of Malice 
and bitter Zeal, more rancour and more damning, 

« Sentences ; | 


So e 


- 
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So neceſſary is it that we ſhould attempt. firſt an 
Union of Affections, when the Eſſays for a Reconcilia- 
tion of Principles have ſo often miſcarried without it: 
For tho a Separation from the true Church of Chriſt 
Eſtabliſh'd among us may be a damnable Schiſm, and 


every prudent good Man would ſtrive to avoid even a 


Probability of Eternal Deſtruction: Yet this is argued 
(we know) on one ſide and rother. 

But a Separation from Love and Charity, a Schiſm that 
eats out the Heart of Chriſtianity, (as ſome expreſs it) 


is allowed on both ſides, by the Church-man and Dsſſex- 


ter, to involve Men in Damnation without Mercy. 
Let us no longer then any of us be gathering of 


Parties, and filling all Places with Controverſy in 


Religious Matters eſpecially : But as the Ferment is 
in ſome meaſure laid in the State; for ſhame let it 
no more work in the Church ; where while one is bf 
Paul, another is of Apollos, and another of Cephas, 
tis too viſible that but few are of a Chriſt. 
Let thoſe eſpecially who cannot fairly defend their 
Poſt, ſurrender in ſuch due time and manner, that we 
may be convinced they are for Peace. | 

If they can find that the Worſhip of the Lord ac- 
cording to the Way of the Church of England can be 
follow d for their preſent Advantage; May the good 
Spirit of Peace, Unity, and Sincerity, ſo over-rule 
their Hearts in this Momentous Affair, that they may 
find it for their future Advantage to follow it con- 
tinually, in that our GOD fal thereby be no 


more diſhonoured through their Halting between two 
Opinions Their Chriſtian Brethren ſhall be edified, 
Gain-ſayers converted, and their own Souls, by being Phil. 1. 10, 
fincere and without offence, ſaved at length in the Day | 
of the Lord Jeſus. a | 6 


That 
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| That ſuch may be the bleſſed Effects of the Con- 
viction of all Backſliders from the Peace and Unity 
of the Church; God grant, of his abundant Mercy, 
to all miſguided Souls, That as there is but one 
Body, and one Spirit, and one Hope of our Calling, one 5 
Faith, one Baptiſm, one God and Father of us all; ſo 
we may be all of one Heart, and of one Soul, united | 
in one Holy Bond of Truth and of Peace, of Faith | 
and of Charity, within the Pales of. one Fold, under 
one Shepherd, even Thee, O Bleſſed Feſu, who liveſt 

and reigneſt with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

ever one God, world without of End. Amen. 
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